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20 years, see generally Westin and Baker (1972); Privacy Protection Study Commission (1977); Rule et al. (1980); OTA (1986); Flaherty (1989); NRC (1991a); Powers (1991). The issues extend well beyond medical information to confidential financial and other personal data and to inadvertent as well as deliberate, and overt as well as covert, invasions of privacy (Rothfeder, 1992). With the advent of new abilities of scientists to map the human genome and increasing use of health-related information by employers and insurers, however, anxiety about misuse of such information has become more acute. The issue was recently examined by an IOM committee concerned with the computer-based patient record (1OM, 1991a) and by the DHHS Secretary's Workgroup on Electronic Data Interchange (WED1, 1992). In 1992, privacy and confidentiality of personal health data was also to one degree or another the subject of debate by three IOM committees considering, respectively, employment-based health benefits (IOM, 1993c), the assessment of genetic risks (IOM, forthcoming), and questions of regional health databases (with a report due out in early 1994).
12.  Concerning the significance of ED care in the hospital sector, Matson (1991) cites a prediction from the American Hospital Association that, by the mid-1990s, more than 50 percent of all hospital admissions will come through EDs; he notes that, today, perhaps as much as half of a hospital's total revenue stems from the ED and that within a few years the ED may emerge as the "single largest and most important department of many hospitals" (p. 18).  This is already happening in many areas of the country.
13.  For a thorough discussion of the difficulties, as well as the opportunities, presented by the computer-based patient record, see The Computer-Based Patient Record: An Essential Technology far Health Care (IOM, 199la).owell and Newell (1987); Stein et al. (1987); Lohr (19S9, 1992); Patrick and Bergner (1990); Spilker ct al. (1990); Greenfield and Nelson (1992); and Stewart and Ware (1992).   Of significance to EMS-C is the fact that the field of health status assessment for children is underdeveloped compared with the situation for adults.
